My name is Bliss McLuckie and | am 17 years old. laminmy second yearasa scientific apprentice and work for National
Nuclear Laboratory (NNL) based in Workington. | wanted to become @ scientific apprentice as | have always been interested
in science and maths. | didn’t want to stay on at school as | wanted a hands-on-ob and knew | can till go to Uni when 've
finished My apprenticeship. Two of my prothers came 10 GEN |l afew years ago,oneasan electrician and oneona mechanical
apprenticeship so | knew about the company.

immemessmmm

| applied through Connexions like everyone else and completed the aptitude test. | was then interviewed by GEN Il but aso by
other employers as you go straignt to the employers on the scientific scheme, rather than being in the centre for the first year.

Winat wete your first iew months Bke?
When | first started 1 did @ week induction atthe ENERGUS puilding. 1 dida short scientific induction
ot Sellafield and then in the October | started with my employer, NNL. When | arrived at NNL I was
shown around and givena short induction 10 the company and what they did. |wasthe only
apprentice in my building. Where | work we test cement and other materials from around the
gellafield site to check if they ar€ within specification. During my first few months | learned
how to carty out various lab tests.

<clentfic Amtendicestin?

It is mainly |aboratory work. | run lots of different lab tests = the sort of tests | am doing
at the moment are moisture tests, loss on ignition and fineness tests. Doinga
loss on ignition test for example would involve mé weighing the powder and
placing in & furnace for a set amount of time, | take the weight pefore and

after and record the datainalab book.

|also do product quality tests which is where | make up different
products like cubes and prisms from moulds to test them
over a period of 90 days to see how they change.




Winat academic sties o you do?

Last year | did my NVQ Level 2in Laboratory and associated technical activities

and am pleased 10 say that | passed all of my college work with distinctions. 1am now
doing My level 3. The sort of units in My level 3 qua\iﬁcation are things like health and safety,
working with other, carryout testing operations, assessing data and producing report

and carrying out investigations.

What o you rtend to do Whien you fiish your wmﬂmm

| would like to camy on working with my employer and become a full qualified laboratory technician.

Witt woull you advise somecne Who 1S wiking of hecomuig
a scientitic aqprentice?
If you are really interested in sciences then the scientific apprenticesh'\p is

it was my first joband| didn't really know what to expect but it has

been really good. This apprenticesmp is different to most of the other GENII

apprent'\cesh'\ps asyou tendto work in labs and it doesn't involve

any of the engineering training that the other apprentices do. | have no : )
regrets becoming @ scientific apprentice-




was sent a lefter to say

Hello P'm Joanne BeckandI'ma 20 year old scientific apprentice from Newton-In-
Fumness. | started my apprenticesh'lp in 2008 and have been working for National
Nuclear Laboratories (NND) pased on the Sellafield site since | started.

| applied to become a GEN || apprentice whilst | was inmy final year of sixth form. As
| was studying chemistry, biology and maths the scientific apprent'lcesh‘\p seemed
the best scheme for me. | thought thatan apprenticeship would give me a good
route to higher education but without the debt, and with an apprenticesh'lp you get
paid whilst you aré learning.

Emlmmmssmm\m

| found out apout GEN though my maths tutor at sixth form. 1 gotan application
form through my local careers office and was then invited for an aptitude test. |

that | had passed My aptitude test and was invited to two interviews,

the Connexions office and th

e other oné with my employer, NNL. With the scientific scheme
from day one so you sit two interviews.

you work with your employer

r the interviews | went t
a lot of my own qu

To prepare fo my Connexions office and gota ‘help pacK'. | also prepared

estions and answers to things they may ask like why | wanted to do

the scientific apprent

Vit il

| thought the Sell

ik whien you first armied?
afield site was hug

came to collect meé fro
development centre.

Wittt you 40 duriig your first few months?

the first few weeks were taken up With puilding and lab
health and safety inthe labs and basic
at NNL I was secondedtoa project 10 carny

for aimost two years. During @ typical day

ol | drove to site on my first day and my supervisor

m the pass office. The building | workinisa research and

When | first arrived
inductions whe!
|aboratory skills
out basic lab work, which | have done

| would prepare samples,

When | first started




nrentice -
ce Study

lab equipment, take samples from batch tests and analyse samples. . i m '

Analysis of samples can be done by using the |CP-AES (\nductibe\y Coupled .
Plasma- Atomic Emission Spectroscopy). The ICP - AES measures the amount of _
magnesium in the sample that we have taken (froma magnesium hydroxide and water .
sample). The samples are taken overa month period and using the data given from the ICP -

AES | can work out the change of concentration of the sample overa period of time. When | carry out
tests | record thedataina lab book, which are then given tomy Supervisor. Analysis can be carried out on the
data collected, oné of the analysis techniques | would use onthe datais “standard deviation” of the data.

Do you o 10 coieze?

Yes. laminmy second year of college doing @ HNC in applied chemistry and g0 to college one day per week. Most of the
work is theory pased with a one hour practica\ lesson during the day.

Wihat is the est bit aout doing a GEN scientic apprenticestin?
Basically you goon to Higher Education but without the debtyou may get from going to University. |am hoping that when
| finish my apprent'lcesh'\p my company, NINL, will sponsor metogoto University todoa degreein chemistry.

Vit has feen your tiguest achievement sxice clarting your wu\mesm

| was named as the GENII Scientific Apprentice of the yearin 2009 and have recently won the NNL Apprentice
of the Year award.

o o bog ay SUises QUMD YT CC ficesti?
Yes, | was surprised how much apprentices are allowed to do. | thought it
would be basic work but | have a ot of work and responsibility, which | enjoy- ' )

Witat advice wouid you gie someoie
who is thnking of appiyEg? i

o
They should definitely doan apprent'\cesh'\p asit's agood altemative to university.
| think that the scientific scheme is very interesting and pd gefinitely recommend

it if you enjoy sciences, problem solving and research.

To 2ty for a GEN U l\mmmasm
GENI yigit the onine recruitment portal at
m.gmﬂrmi\g.w K
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